
our 
cou

nlry
 

thro
ugh

 all 
sph

ere
s of

 
thei

r live
s 

aca
dem

ical
ly 

eco
nom

ical
ly, 

sOC
ially

 and 

pol
itic

ally
. 

soc
iali

zat
ion

, 

wom
en 

neg
lect

 

thei
r 

hea
lth.

. W
e 

are to
 

thin
k 

ser
iou

sly
 as

 
to

 
how best w

e 
em

pow
er 

wOm
en 

of
 

to
 

the 

sOC
iO 

eCo
nom

ic sta
tus

 of
 

hou
sch

old
 Due 

to
 

com
pei

ng 

dem
and

s on
 

the
r ume and 

ene
rgy

 and thei
r 

pro
per

 

hea
lhc

are
 

inc
hud

ing
 

acc
ess

 to
 

fam
ily 

plu
nni

ng.
 The 

hea
lth 

of
 

Ind
ian

 

wOm
en 

in
 

intr
ica

ael
y 

res
ric

cd 

Co
mp

els them
 to

 
go

 
trom

 bad lo
 

wO
rse.

 

Ma
jor

ity 

of
 

woM
en 

in
 

rura
l and sem
i 

urb
an area

s do
 

not 

rec
eiv

e 

inju
ry to

 
wom

en. Rape
 and 

sex
ual 

ass
aul

t is
 

the 
cru

ele
st 

inju
stic

e 

whi
ch trap 

won
men

 and 

chi
ldre

n live
s and 

righ
ts 

vio
lati

on
s in

 
the 

wo
rld.

 In
 

alm
ost eve

ry 

cou
ntry

 

dO
me

sic 

vio
len

ce 

is
 

one 

of
 

the 

lea
din

g 

cau
ses

 of
 

Do
me

stic
 and 

sex
ual

 

vio
len

ce 

rem
ain

 the mos
t 

ser
iou

s, 

und
er 

rep
ort

ed and the
re are 

wid
esp

rea
d 

hum
an 

prim
ary

 

inco
me

 

car
ner

. Sull
 

ther
e are man
y 

sho
ckn

g 

ind
ica

tor
s 

a of
 

gen
der 

ins
ecu

rity
 and 

phy
sica

l 

vio
len

ce. 

phy
sic

al and 

psy
cho

log
ica

l 

ins
ecu

rily
. It

 
is

 
rue that

 

wom
en are 

gel
ling

 

edu
cate

d and 
em

plo
yed

 

ofte
n as

 a 

as
 

wag
e 

lab
ore

rs. 

ind
ica

ting
 

eco
nom

ic 

dis
par

ity and 

pov
erty

. 

Wo
men

 and 

chi
ldre

n are 
forc

ed 

to
 

face
 both
 

mak
ing 70% 

of
 

the 
wo

rld'
s poo
r. 

Wo
men

 are in
 

paid
 

labo
ur forc
e. Mor
e than

 70% are 
em

plo
ved

 in
 

agr
icu

ltur
e 

have
 

been
 

Am
eric

ani
zed

 and 

den
ied

 

equ
al pay to

 
thal of

 
men

. 

They
 live 

disp
rop

orti
ona

tely
 in

 
pov

erty
, 

bus
ine

ss or
 

obt
ain

ing
 

hou
se loan

 and they
 face
 

mor
e 

dif
fic

uli
es than

 men in
 

ren
ting

 

acc
om

mo
dat

ion
. 

Wo
men

 

bet
ter 

pay
ing

 

jobs
 and 

den
ied

 

pro
mo

tion
s. 

Wo
men

 also
 

suf
fer 

dis
crim

ina
tion

 in
 

obt
ain

ing
 

cre
dit to

 
star

t a 

the
ir 

nam
es. Dro

p out of
 

girl
s still

 
con

tinu
es 

in
 

the rura
l and 

low
er clas

s 

fam
ilie

s. 

Wo
men

 are 
exc

lud
ed from

 

54.
61%

 in
 

200
1. 

im
ply

ing
 that
 

stil
l 

46% 

of
 

Ind
ian

 

wom
en are 

illi
ter

ate
, not 

kno
win

g to
 

read
 and wri

te even
 

Ove
r the fou
r 

dec
ade

s 

(19
51 

to
 

199
9) 

fem
ale 

lite
rac

y in
 

Ind
ia has gone

 up
 

from
 

8.86
% 

in
 

195
1 to

 

said
, 

Rig
hts

 on
 

pap
er that are not 

pro
tec

ted
 and 

imp
lem

ent
ed.

 are not 
rea

lly righ
ts at

 
all."

 can be
 

eas
ily said

 

that
 

wo
me

n's rig
hts

 are 
hum

an righ
ts but 

Hil
lary

 

Cli
nto

n, the 
ers

twh
ile Firs

t 

Lady
 of

 
USA 

chi
ldr

en are kept
 

awa
y from

 

sch
ool

 for 
pro

vid
ing

 for the 
fam

ily and 
tak

ing
 care
 of

 
the 

sib
ling

s at
 

hom
e. 

It
 

mal
e. 

Ine
qu

ita
ble

 

div
orc

e laws
 

com
pel

 

won
men

 to
 

rem
ain

 in
 

cru
el 

ma
rria

ge,
 In

 
Ind

ia 

a 
vast

 

ma
jor

ity 

of
 

girl 

sys
tem

 

tre
at 

wo
me

n as
 

less
 

inh
eri

tan
ce than

 

mal
e 

hei
rs .In mos

t 

cul
tur

e 

wom
en 

rec
eiv

e less
 

inh
eri

tan
ce than

 w
e 

ob
ser

ve that
 

wom
en are 

con
sis

ten
tly

 

deg
rad

ed 

wh
ate

ver
 

cul
tur

e they
 

bel
ong

 to. The 

inj
ust

ice
 of

 
lega

l 

inf
eri

rio
rity

 and 

eco
nom

ic 

dep
end

enc
e were

 the roo
t 

cau
se of

 
wo

me
n's 

op
pre

ssi
on

. 

From
 the very
 

beg
inn

ing
 

firs
t 

hum
an bein

g that 

tast
ed 

bon
dag

e. 

Wo
men

 was 
a 

slav
e 

bef
ore

 the 
slav

e 

ex
ist

ed
. H

e 
felt that 

phy
sic

al 

dev
elo

p the
ir 

min
ds.

 

Au
gus

t 

Beb
el. 

in
 

his text on
 

Wo
men

 

Und
er 

So
cia

lism
 

(18
79)

, said
 

that
 

Wo
men

 was the and 

con
fin

ed 

to
 

the 

dom
est

ic 

sph
ere

s. 

Wo
men

 

thro
ugh

 

age
s, have

 

been
 

pro
vid

ed very
 

Iittl
e 

opp
ort

uni
ty 

to
 

com
ple

te mor
al 

res
pon

sib
ilit

y 

. 
Wom

en cou
ld not 

rea
lize

 

thei
r 

pot
ent

ial 

as
 

they
 

were
 

dep
rive

d of
 

edu
cat

ion
 

for
cef

ull
y that

 

wo
me

n had the 

po
ten

tia
l for full

 

rat
ion

ali
ty and 

co
nse

qu
en

tly
 

wer
e as

 
cap

abl
e as

 
men 

of
 

car
ly as

 
the 

eig
hte

ent
h and 

nin
ete

ent
h 

cen
tur

ies
 

thi
nke

rs like Mar
y 

wo
llst

on
ecr

aft
 and J.S. Mil
l. 

arg
ued

 it 
can 

pro
fou

nd
ly aff
ect

 

each
 of

 
her 

ch
ild

ren
, her 

fam
ily,

 a 
who

le 

nei
ghb

orh
ood

 and an
 

ent
ire 

com
mu

nity
. A

s 

wo
rld

, but 
the

re 

is
 

one 
com

mo
n tru
th that

 

whe
n 

a 
wo

me
n dies

 

bec
om

es 

dis
ab

led
, is

 
abu

sed
 or

 
goe

s 

hun
gry

. and 

De
vel

op
me

nt was held
 in

 
Ca

iro in
 

199
4. W

e 
kno

w tha
t 

the
re may exi
st vast

 

cu
ltu

ral
 

dif
fer

en
ces

 in
 

our 

his
tor

ic 

Fou
rth Wo
rld 

co
nfe

ren
ce 

on
 

Wo
men

 in
 

Be
ijin

g in
 

199
5. The 

int
ern

ati
on

al 

Co
nfe

ren
ce 

on
 

Po
pu

lat
ion

 

Wo
me

n's 

Rig
hts

 and the
ir 

int
egr

al plac
e in

 
hum

an righ
ts in

 
gen

era
l. It

 
hel

ped
 in

 
ma

kin
g the 

gro
un

dw
ork

 tor 

co
nfe

ren
ce 

on
 

Hu
ma

n 

Rig
hts

 

held
 in

 
Vie

nna
 

(A
us

tria
) in

 
Jun

e, 

199
3. The 

Vie
nna

 

Co
nfe

ren
ce 

foc
use

d on
 

de
ve

lop
me

nt 

of
 

wo
me

n? One 

of
 

the mos
t 

im
po

rta
nt 

mi
les

ton
es 

in
 

adv
anc

ing
 

hum
an 

rig
hts

 was the 
wo

rld 

qu
est

ion
 

aris
es 

wh
ere

 and whe
n 

wo
me

n's
 

righ
t 

beg
in?

 

Wh
at are the 

im
po

rta
nc

e of
 

wo
me

n's
 

righ
t for the 

hum
an rig
ht.

 

Ihu
ma

n 

nat
ure

 and are 
ess

en
ce 

of
 

our 
hu

ma
nit

y. A
s 

w
e 

are 

co
nc

ern
ed

 

with
 

wo
me

n 

stu
die

s, so
 

Un
ive

rsa
l 

De
cla

rat
ion

 of
 

Hu
ma

n 

Rig
ht 

is
 

one of
 

the mos
t 

mo
nu

me
nta

l 

eve
nt in

 
the 

his
tor

y of
 

Gl
ob

al 
Iss

ue
s, 

co
ns

cie
nc

e and 

sho
uld

 act 
tow

ard
s One 

an
oth

er 

in
 a 

spi
rit of

 
bro

the
rho

od
." "Al

l 

hum
an 

bei
ngs

 are born
 

free
 and 

equ
al in

 
dig

nit
y and 

rig
hts

. 

The
y are 

en
do

we
d with

 

rea
son

 and 

Du
rga

 

Co
lle

ge.
 

Ra
ipu

r 

(C.
G) Hea

d. 

IM
PO

RT
A

N
CE

 O
F 

W
OM

EN
S' 

RI
GH

TS
 

19
98

:2 

De
pa

rtm
en

t o
f 

So
cio

log
y 

Dr. 
Ra

jes
h 

Sh
uk

la 



Academic Spheres 

4 

4 

Instead of nvolving women in domestic spheres. we are to look for unpaid servants -a hiological nac hine for 
bearing and rearing children and concentrate on women's proper education, 
Awareness should be generated anmong the masses through educative seminars and workshops, specially in 

the rural and backward areas. Women's Day and Human Rights Day should be celebrated to make women of 
all ages conscious about their rights. 

Economic Spheres 

Student's are the future citizens of the country, so they can be empowered and initiated to spread message of 

ethos of human rights, particularly the violation against women's right anmong the rural community. 
I will be better for the general people, especially illiterate ones. 1f Human Rights group or women study 
centres/ cells/ foruns are formed at schools,. Colleges and Universities to educate the student community and 
public about the importance of human rights and women's rights and their value in the society. 

3 

The right of child education can be achieved if, totally, child labour is banned. 

7. 

Women should be paid equal wages for equal work. Employment laws relating to maternity benefits. prohibition 
of women in hazardous works old age pension etc. should be taken care of in right carnest. 

Skill formation and training is very essential to enable women to break the shackles of unskilled low paid 
works of construction and agricultural works. 

Credit and loan facilities should be expanded through formation of cooperative credit societies, credit institutions 
in order to promote self employment and entrepreneurship among women. 

Political and Socio-Cultural Spheres 

Effective measures should be taken for eradication of poverty. 

1. Special training progammes for women should be undertaken for effective participation in politics as most 
women are illiterate. ignorant and shy away from politics. 

2 Special monitoring and enforcement agency should be formed in each district to review and assess the crimes 
against women. 

There should be 50% representation of women in the parliament. Sale Assemblies and Local Self Govermments. 
4 Women should be aware of their rights relating to rape, dowry. female infanticide, wife beating and other 

forms of violence against women. 

5 Human rights cell should be fornmed in cach district's headquarters and that should be linked with small 
Women forums. 

Women are deprived of their right in the name of customs religious practices values and traditions ThiN nut 
be stopped through the attitudinal changes and value based education. 

Women's rnght to healthcare should he recognized av an important factor and accessible Healhth Care l 'nits 
should be set up. particularly for the poor, rural and tribal women. 

Enhancing Wonnen's Capabilities Towards Social Transfornmations- The Riglht to Decent Livelihood 
Being unorganized conglomerations, women worker's carnings are so meager and irregular that they hardly 
make both ends meet. Further, their sruggle for housng waler and eIvIc amenities are enormnous n he urban 
slums. Their landless counterparts in he rural arcas suller cqually due to under employment. low wages 
sometimes with lIimited work options to even 45 to 60 dav in a vear i they happened to be a part of drought 
prone areas, 1 IN CVCn WOrse. Thus, it US DOre Ihn an annual feaure thal rural poor are on her mgratng 
journey to the already overcrowded city slums, scarch of new work options and continue to be viCUms of 

ViCIOUs circles of poverty. There are women workers of women's workng forums (WWE) who work as 
Iweavers of cloth, mats and baskets, cigar or agarbathirollers, food processors, either work alone or colletively 

in other branches. They work as agricultural labourers on farm lands or they work for their kith and kin. They 



4. 

5 

6 

9 

are providers of their families working in service occupations i.e.dhobis, cooks, sweepers and waler carriers 
ete. They are integral part of the production process and contribute to the informal economy. Unfortunately,. 
they have litle or no access to fruits of their own labour, not to speak of the government's assistance. 
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